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Knoxdale Community School Council (KCSC) 
Meeting Minutes - DRAFT 

February 2, 2015 

Please visit our website at www.knoxdaleps.ocdsb.ca 
Please contact the KCSC at knoxdalecouncil@gmail.com 

Chair: Heather Gordon 
Vice-Chair: Stephanie Denison 
Secretary: Karyn Curtis 
Treasurer:Peter Goold 
OCASC Rep: Geoff Pearce  
Attendees: Karyn Curtis, Peter Goold, Heather Gordon, Jean-Paul Larochette, Andrew Bell,  
Robin Wright, Melanie Haskins, Torie Del Grosso, Sarah McCloy, Andrea Williams, Caretta 
Williams-De Aveiro, Emre Daglik, Stephanie Willie, Nick McGregor, Natalie Clark, Dave Wright 

Call to Order – Heather Gordon 
Heather called the meeting to order and welcomed the participants. She introduced our school 
trustee, Donna Blackburn. 

Guest Speaker – Donna Blackburn 
Donna Blackburn gave a brief outline of her involvement in education and school councils, 
beginning with her stint as Vice-Chair of her daughter’s school council. She has served on the 
Ottawa-Carleton Assembly of School Councils and as a member of several committees – and 
even on a school council after her daughter had graduated! She was first elected as a trustee in 
2009 and was re-elected in October 2014. 

One of Donna’s main priorities is student well-being. She considers this to be a critical element 
of education, and the foundation on which student achievement is built. 

Among the more pressing issues facing the Board in the coming months are the upcoming 
labour negotiations, which she hopes will go smoothly, the province’s move to “consolidate” (i.e., 
close) certain schools, accommodations in Barrhaven’s schools, and the Board’s new strategic 
plan. The Board will be holding its first budget meeting next week, as well. She welcomes 
feedback, questions and suggestions, and encourages those with an interest to friend her on 
FaceBook, send her an email at donna.blackburn@ocdsb.ca or phone her at (613) 816-6509. 

Chair’s Report – Heather Gordon 
Knoxnotes went out with Andrea’s newsletter to parents last week, giving a wrapup of events 
from last fall and notice of upcoming ones. If you are running an event, please give the 
information to Heather so it may be included in the newsletter. We are aiming to have another 
Knoxnotes out in May. Heather thanked all those who have organized and helped with activities, 
and who have sent the information on how to do so to Kate Parry. Kate is compiling the 
information electronically, so that new volunteers will have comprehensive, useful information to 
help them. 

Movie Night will be this Friday, February 6, 2015, from 6:30 to 8:30. We will be showing 
Muppets Most Wanted in the Greenbank Gym. Attendees are reminded to bring indoor shoes as 
outdoor footwear cannot be worn in the gym. Payment for admission and food are due Tuesday, 
so that the order can be processed in time. 
Given time constraints, an online vote was held with respect to (1) a float for movie night 
organizers and (2) the proceeds going towards the primary playstructure. Quorum was obtained 
and the motion carried. 
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We are looking for another Movie Night coordinator to help Heather and Jen. If you are 
interested in helping to organize the last Movie Night of the year, in Spring (yes it will come!), 
please email Council.  

Andrew Bell reported on the primary playstructure project. There are many choices, from 
landscaping to physical structures. Students are engaged in a critical thinking challenge 
regarding replacement options, and considerable consultation is taking place with Early 
Childhood Educators, staff, students, Council and parents. There will be a new website shortly 
to provide information and seek feedback. To replace the current structure with an accessible 
one would cost between $50,000 and $100,000. There is some funding available through the 
City and the Board; however, given Knoxdale’s other play elements and proximity to parks, it is 
not thought likely that we would receive the full amount. Applications for a City grant are due in 
September and for the Board grant in November, and all money would have to be received by 
March 2016 to start construction in summer 2016.  

New coordinators for the Family Fun Dance, the Bake and Craft Sale, and the Family Picnic are 
needed. These very popular events cannot be run without volunteers, and many of our parents 
who have done so in the past are moving on. If you are interested in helping out, please contact 
Council. 

 Approval of December minutes – Heather Gordon 
The December minutes were approved. Motion to approve: Melanie Haskins; seconded: Emre 
Daglik.  

Principal’s Report – Andrea Williams 
Andrea presented the following report: 
School Council – February 2nd, 2015 
Principal’s Report 

Happy New Year!!  Our team was excited to return to school after a restful break and we have 
had a busy month!  Our classes have been enthusiastically engaged in rich critical thinking 
tasks – setting criteria and making judgments.  Below you will find examples of some of the 
questions our students have been investigating this fall/winter: 

➢ Which would be the best season for the Wicked Witch from the Wizard of Oz (who has 
turned nice like her sister) to come visit Ottawa?  

➢ What is the impact of seasonal changes on living things? (Humans/Animals/Plants)  
➢ Working together, how can the Canadian government and citizens make Canada a great 

country? 
➢ Are international organizations effective? 
➢ How do we define if an international organization is effective (develop criteria)? 
➢ Which body part is the most important? 

We have created a board outside of the school office which outlines all of the steps of a critical 
challenge, as well as, our learning as a staff. We have, in previous messages and letters, 
described what critical thinking looks like and sounds like in our classrooms. 

OTIP Teaching Awards – if you would like to recognize an excellent teacher, you can nominate 
them for an OTIP award. More information can be found at http://en.teachingawards.ca/ 

School Learning Plan – We are now into phase 2 of our school learning plan (see reference to 
School Effectiveness Framework and phases of School Learning). This year, we are capturing 
our evidence through Desire 2 Learn and eportfolio. This is very exciting for us as it allows us to 
see into other classrooms without actually being in the class. We are also discussing ways in 
which it can be used to track evolution of thought (thought journals) and feedback. 
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District Review – We are having a District Review this year at Knoxdale! This is an excellent 
opportunity for us to receive feedback on our School Learning Plan and to further our 
professional dialogue around teaching and learning. On February 11, a team comprising 
principals, vice principals and superintendents will be visiting our classrooms to capture 
evidence of good practices. This is an appreciative inquiry based on the school effectiveness 
framework. The team offers a debrief for staff at the end of their day with us and leaves us with 
questions for us to consider on our learning journey 

Playground update – As you may be aware, the structure at the front of the school is nearing its 
time for removal. Upon the last inspection, we were told 3-4 years; however, it could be 
removed at any time. The primary playground committee, in conjunction with the school, will be 
holding a consultation process to ensure that what is bought to replace the structure is what 
students, parents, community members and staff  think is best and appropriate. Having had 
experience replacing structures at other sites, we have found that often what we think the 
children would like is not at all what they indeed want. Possibilities for the renewal could include 
greening, naturalized play areas, a new structure, new components or a combination of all of 
the above! 

The consultation process has started at the school! Students have been invited to submit names 
for the project and to design a logo for the renewal campaign. This is done on a voluntary basis 
and students have access to ballots and templates in their homeroom classes. We have 
extended our deadline to next Thursday, February 12. 

The process for determining what we should replace the structure with will mirror how students 
work through critical challenges in their classes (please see the Critical Challenge graphic 
organizer below). This can also be found on the bulletin board outside the main office. We will 
be posting the following two questions (on the bulletin board near the gym) to get feedback from 
our students. 
Our two framing questions will be: 

1) What would make the best playground? 
2) What do you like to do best at recess? 

In answering these questions, we will be working on the first step of the critical challenge; 
gathering the background knowledge. Once this is complete (and based on the information 
generated) we will be able to set criteria for what should replace the current structure. In the 
coming weeks, you will be able to access information and provide feedback on the project 
through our school website.    

Technology updates – Many thanks to the School Council who funds Scientists in the Schools 
for our students, and this year, many additions of technology to our classrooms. We had 
ordered 24 Chromebooks in the fall and we have just placed an order for another 24. Our 
ultimate goal at this point would be to have five devices in each class. We have also had our lab 
refurbished and it has been very well-used! 
Bell changes – As mentioned previously, the proposed bell time change for Knoxdale was from 
8:15 am to 8:00 am. We are anticipating an update this week. 

Lice – We are still looking for volunteers to be trained by our public health nurse. Our goal was 
to have a team trained to be able to do a school wide check and for intermittent checks when it 
has been found in a specific class or classes. 

Professional development opportunities have been abundant for our staff – PD focussed on 
Math (proportional and algebraic reasoning) for our ETFI staff, Kindergarten ELOT and ILIP 
training, Arts workshops focussed on integrating other curricular areas are also being attended 
by staff.  This is in addition to all the professional learning that happens within the walls of our 
own school both formally and informally. 
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Staffing update – We welcome Natasha Roach who has accepted the contract filling in behind 
Sarah Varrin. She will be working with Sarah McCloy and Krystal Kirkwood in SK during the 
core day. After school, she will have a group of school agers in our Extended Day Program. 

Plans are already underway for the 2015-2016 school year. We held a kindergarten information 
night focussed on a general overview of the OCDSB and general information about the 
Kindergarten program on January 22 and it was very well attended – close to 50 parents.  
Thank you to Heather Gordon who spoke on behalf of KCSC. The Kindergarten Registration 
period took place last week as well as our open house. To date, we have received 41 
registrations.  We expect more to come.  We will be holding another Kindergarten Information 
Night on May 14 – this will be for parents of students who have registered and have more 
specific detail about Kindergarten at Knoxdale. 

Middle French Immersion Registration begins February 17.  We are holding an information night 
on Thursday from 6:30 to 7:30 pm.  Thank you in advance to Stephanie Dennison who will be 
representing parents and KCSC on this evening.  Feeder schools include Briargreen, Leslie 
Park, Manordale, Pinecrest (south of 417) and part of Grant Alternative.  

The Transfer Application Period is from February 9 to February 20.  All schools have a cap on 
the number students they can accept on transfer.  This year our cap is once again zero.  This 
means we are not able to accept any students on transfer.   

Term one report cards will be going home on Wednesday.  Interviews are on an as-needs basis.  
There is not a dedicated PD day for interviews this term.  Of course, teachers are available, as 
always, to discuss the progress of your children.   

Vice-Principal’s Report – Caretta Williams-DeAveira 
We will soon be holding a Toonie Tuesday, which is an opportunity for our students to directly 
support their fellow students in need. Students may bring in a toonie to donate to the Education 
Foundation to help kids in our district. 

We will be conducting the Tell them From Me survey again this year, and every two years 
afterwards. Grade 4 to 6 students will be surveyed, as well as parents. The survey is voluntary, 
anonymous and confidential, and may be filled out online at school. Information will be going 
home with students shortly.  

Knoxdale will be launching the WITS anti-bullying program after March break, which stands for 
Walk away, Ignore, Talk it out and Seek help. There will be an assembly to outline the program, 
which is aimed at decreasing bullying and helping kids speak up. It is the only such research-
based tool approved by the Board. 

Teacher’s Report  – Sarah McCloy 
Grades 5 and 6 are starting volleyball, and a tournament will be held soon. The Eco Team will 
be starting nature walks at the end of winter, for Grades 1 to 6. Eco movies are shown every 
Thursday during first recess. Parents are encouraged to re-use Mummy’s Yummies containers 
for crafts, or to send them back to school so that classrooms may do so. Hockey Fridays, where 
Grade 6 students play hockey, are enjoying great popularity. We received a Scholastic rebate of 
$3,000 from book fair sales, which will go towards more books in Knoxdale. 

Treasurer’s Report – Peter Goold
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Treasurer's Report February 2nd 2015 
Register Balance $ 37,444.93 
Outstanding Items $ -00 
Total Pending Expenses $ -00 
Working Balance ** see note $ 33,944.93 
Budget Items 
Expenses Estimate Actual 
KPS Grant $ (12,000.00) $ 12,000.00 
Leaving Fund $ (1,100.00) $ -00 
Trend Arlington Donation $ (200.00) $ -00 
Hot Chocolate Day $ (150.00) $ 175.00 
Supplies $ (100.00) $ -00 
OCASC Membership $ (35.00) $ 35.00 
Bank Fees $ (100.00) $ 85.00 
School in Need $ (1,800.00) $ 2,100.00 
Reserve $ (2,000.00) $ 2,000.00 
Expense Total $ (17,485.00) $ 16,395.00 
Revenue 2013 2014 
Bake Sale $ 3,040.00 $ 2,624.85 
Family Fun Dance $ 455.05 $ 1,133.44 
Book Fair $ 1,351.75 $ 1,000.75 
Movie Night $ 245.85 $ 595.99 
Pizza $ 3,452.00 $ -00 
QSP $ 256.41 $ -00 
Subway $ 1,467.00 $ -00 
Entertainment Books $ 3,560.99 $ 2,254.23 
OCDSB Grant $ 500.00 $ -00 
Mummy's Yummys $ 1,596.20 $ -00 
Lunch Lady $ 1,202.60 $ 1,140.65 
Family Picnic $ 556.58 $ -00 
$ 17,684.43 $ 8,749.91 
**register balance less unrealized budget expense items 

Peter indicated that he has been experiencing difficulties with the Bank of Montreal, 
including abnormally high and seemingly arbitrary service charges. He will look into moving 
our account to TD and report back at the next meeting. 

OCASC Report – Geoff Pearce 
There was no OCASC report as Geoff was absent. 
  
Lice – Andrea Williams 
Andrea asked whether Council would support an outside agency doing school-wide head lice 
checks. A vote was held and the motion was not approved. 

Parents Reaching Out (PRO) grant – Heather Gordon 
The PRO grant application deadline is May. Funds must be used to support parent involvement 
in their children’s education. The application must be for a specific initiative. Stephanie Denison 
has indicated that she will help with this again. More information on the PRO grants, as well as 
past projects, can be found at http://www.ocdsb.ca/par/pi/g-n-f/Pages/default.aspx 

Open Forum 
Meeting adjourned at 8:35 
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Next meeting to be held on Tuesday, March 3, 2015, @ 7:00 p.m. in the Knoxdale Library. All 
are welcome! 
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